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HOW TO TEMPER THE TEMPERAMENTS 
MEDICINALLY. 


BY J. W. REDFI£LD, M. D. 


PART IL. 

Tae premise in the preceding article, “that 
the primary effects of medicine are depletion 
and dissolution,” (which the compositor, in sub- 
stituting “repletion” for “depletion,” seems to 
have considered a mistake), is no more intended 
to favor the intemperance of blood-letting, ex- 
cessive diuresis and diaphoresis, and the sort of 
“ purgation upwards and downwards” described 
by Hahnemann in his “ Helleborism of the An- 
cients,” than its counter-premise, “that the pri- 
mary effects of food are repletion and reproduc- 
tion,” is intended to favor intemperance in re- 
spect to the quantity and quality of meats and 
drinks, the chief source of the plethora and con- 
tamination, and hence of the distempers and dis- 
orders from which nature requires to be relieved. 
From the undeniable fact that sympathy, in its 
more pathognomical forms of expression, unbur- 
thens and relieves the soul of the morbid affec- 
tions under which it is laboring, it is logically 
inferable that sympathy must act in like manner, 
on both soul and body, in those more tangible 
forms of the expression and embodiment of itself 
called medicines. Alcoholic and other poisons 
do, indeed, cause repletion, i. ¢., they remain in 
the system, when administered on the antipathic 
principle, chiefly for their constitutional effects, 
or, what is nearly the same thing, when admin- 
istered habitually, or as beverages, along with 
food, the repletory effects of which unquestion- 
ably take place on the principle that like begets 
like; but, administered homeopathically, in dis- 
ease only, and for their functional and sympto- 


matic effects, preparatory to the constitutional 
effects of food when this shall cease to be dis- 
gusting and inappropriable, they cause deple- 
tion, i. e., they rid the system of such and similar 
poisons, on the principle that like destroys like. 
Were not this the case, the word homeopathy 
would not be what the older word homoiopathia 
is, synonymous with sympathy, as by its own 
definition and that of sympathy we have shown 
it to be. If one of the primary effects of medi- 
cine, as medicine indeed, and not as poison un- 
der the guise of medicine and luxurious food, 
were repletion,. the synonym of homeopathy 
would be correspondency, that of dissolution 
would be reproduction, that of medication would 
be alimentation, that of disease would be health, 
that of death would be life, that of remedy would 
be recovery, that of cure would be restoration, 
that of apothecary would be restaurateur, that 
of physician would be nurse. Cure—originally 
care, pains-taking—is almost another name for 
sympathy, embracing the idea of the pathological 
conditions—the cares, troubles, pains and suffer- 
ings—taken on and borne away by it, as under 
the Levitical law the sins of the people, being 
repented of and forgiven, were taken on by the 
scape-goat and borne away into the wilderness. 
The importance of clearly distinguishing be- 
tween sympathy and correspondence cannot be 
over-estimated, for it is that of clearly distin- 
guishing between a really pathological and a 
merely exhausted physiological condition—the 
one replete with morbid humors, and requiring 
the administration of medicines for its eradica- 
tion and cure; the other depleted of its vital 
fluids, and requirirg the administration of nutri- 
ments for its restoration and recovery. “The 
whole need not a physician, but they that are 
sick,” and this implies-that the sick need not a 
purveyor, but they that are whole. If the sick 


~ 
} 
‘ 


30 


THE HOMC@OPATHIC TIMES. 


man, through self-conceit, thinks himself well, 
he nourishes and coddles his sickness until he 
becomes a mass of bloated corruption. If the 
well man, through self-depreciation, thinks him- 
self sick, he depletes and reduces his health until 
he becomes a bundle of painful and capricious 
nerves in a sheath of skin and bone. When the 
unclean spirit of wet places and luxurious viands 
has gone out of a man, the pure spirit of dry 
places and wholesome viands must promptly 
resume her rightful occupancy, or else the un- 
clean spirit, having walked through dry places, 
seeking rest there and finding none, will return 
to the place from which he went out, and, find- 
ing it not only empty, but swept and garnished 
for his reception, will re-enter with seven other 
spirits, each more malarious and malignant than 
himself, and the last state of that man will be 
worse than the first. 

A difference between sympathy and corre- 
spondence not yet spoken of particularly is, that 
sympathy enters into the morbid affections for 
which it is felt, and mingles and identifies itself 
with them almost indistinguishably, so that they 
flow forth together, and the patient is relieved of 
his sufferings and comforted with the promise of 
restoration; while correspondence, being the 
mutual response between kindred souls, sepa- 
rates and individualizes them, and brings them 
more and more into the agreeable and delight- 
ful relations of order and harmony. The law of 
sympathy, by which intemperate passions, with 
all the malignant distempers engendered by 
them, are to be dissolved and cast out, is the law 
of social discord and disorder—of heterogeneous 
commixture and confusion, like that witnessed 
in the dwellings of poverty and vice; in bar- 
room carousals; among people “mighty to 
mingle strong drink,” to swallow adulterous 
mixtures, to commit adulteries and to plunge 
into communistic riots and rebellions. It is the 
law of lawlessness; of reckless stimulation of the 
turbulent passions; of dissolute dissolution in 
the intoxicating and flowing bowl, with no feast 
of reason and of wholesome food to give discre- 
tion and distinction to the minds and bodies of 
the revelers. Even in its highest and most 
curative manifestation sympathy is the law of 
lawlessness. It sets mercy and forgiveness 
against justice and judgment, reconciling those 
with these by the injustice of suffering vicariously 


of her laws. The highest attribute of Divinity, 
it yet condescends to the lowest plane of human- 
ity, and mingles and identifies itself with self- 
condemned publicans and sinners, saying to 
those who have ministered to them in sickness, 
in prison, in exile, in hunger, thirst and naked- 
ness, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these, my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me.” 

The dietetic method of tempering the tempera- 
ments, which we have explained to be that of 
correspondence and reproduction, is applicable 
chiefly to the prevention of distempers. The 
medicinal method, which we have explained to 
be that of sympathy and dissolution, is applicable 
chiefly to the cure of distempers. Prevention 
belongs to the condition of health, which is re- 
produced and increased by healthful aliments 
and elements, acting on the principle that like 
begets like. Oure belongs to the condition of 
disease whichis occasioned and increased by 
poisons, mental and physical, acting as such, and 
is increased and removed by poisons, mental and 
physical, acting as medicines, on the principle 
that like destroys like. The object of sympathy 
in any form, either mental or physical, is destruc- 
tion of the morbid affections with which it min- 
gles and identifies itself; and it involves self- 
destruction, somewhat as blind Sampson, when 
he applied his revenging might to the pillars of 
the Dagonian temple, involved his own destruc- 
tion in that of the Philistines. Nature’s preventive 
is increase of harmonious vital force over orderly 
organic structure, by alimentary and elementary 
means like those by which the ordinary degree 
of healthful vitality is attained, for the purpose 
of counteracting extraordinary morbific influ- 
ences. Nature’s remedy is increase of discordant 
and distracting force over disorderly and disor- 
ganizing structure, by organic and inorganic 
poisons similar to those by which the morbid 
conditions have been occasioned, in order that 
the more distempering influences may destroy 
the less, preparatory to a return to the temper- 
ance and discretion of good health. In the one 
case, distinction is better individualized, in order 
that it may be firmly established, like the house 
built upon the rock; in the other case, “ confu- 
sion is worse confounded,” in order that it may 
be done away with altogether, like the house 
built upon the sand. 


the,penalties attached by Nature to the violation 


If this distinction between preventives and 
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curatives be correct, medicines can no more be 
preventives than aliments can be curatives. We 
read of the country widow in the “Canterbury 
Tales:” 
‘* Repletion ne never made her sick; 
Attemper diet was all her physic.” 

Diet and physic are here nominally confounded, 
to mark more strongly the actual contrast be- 
tween them; for this can only mean that a temper- 
ate diet is the “ounce of prevention better than a 
pound of cure.” Prevention is like the building 
and managing of a city in such a way as toinsure 
it against fire; and cure is like the tearing and 
burning down of a few buildings to save it from 
total destruction. The instruments by which 
these objects are accomplished represent prevent- 
ives and curatives—life-giving and substantial 
aliments on the one hand, and death-dealing and 
insubstantial poisons, acting as medicines, on the 
other hand. Can any one deny this distinction ? 
And, if not, where is the propriety of adminis- 
tering curatives as preventives? Taken in 
health, medicines, so far from preventing disease 
homeopathically, or in any other way, destroy 
health allopathically—that is, they disorganize 
and distemper structures and functions the 
opposites of their own, by directly assailing, in 
the character of deadly poisons, what they can 
in no wise either correspond to or sympathize 
with. Taken in sickness, medicines, acting as 
medicines, and not as poisons, destroy homeo- 
pathically—that is, they put an end to morbid 
poisons similar to themselves, and to intemper- 
ate activities similar to their own, by sympatheti- 
cally entering into the pathological conditions in 
which they inhere, becoming identified with 
them, and assisting them in their efforts at self- 
expulsion. 

This sympathetically expulsive force, assisted 
by the sympathy of the physician and his medi- 
cines, co-operates with the corresponsively re- 
productive force—i. e., with nature, assisted by 
corresponding aliments and climatic influences, 
in ridding both mind and body of their morbid 
humors; their matters of degeneration and de- 
pravity; their things offensive and excretory; 
their vices of heart and blood. That this is no 
new idea is seen in Chaucer, where he says, 
speaking of the death of Arcite: 

“ The virtue expulsive or animal, 
From thilke virtue cleped natural. 
Ne may the venom voiden ne expel. 
Nature hath now no domination ; 


And certainly where nature will not werch, 

Farewell, physic ; go bear the man to church.” 
The curative force or virtue is here aptly called 
“animal,” as well as “ expulsive,” because sym- 
pathy is emotional, and characterizes animals 
more than vegetables, and beasts more than 
birds. Also, the reproductive force or virtue is 
quite properly “cleped natural,” because nature 
means out-birth, and is synonymous with repro- 
duction. The much greater sympathy in the 
mammalia than in the ovipora explains the fami- 
liar circumstance that beasts, when sick, have 
an instinct for self-medication, and are recovered 
without much difficulty; while sick birds are 
almost sure to die, in spite of the best that can 
be done for them. 

We must not be understood as saying exactly 
that the power which is constantly engaged in 
reproducing the body from food, is also con- 
stantly engaged in removing the debris of the 
decomposing organs, together with all other 
offensive and foreign substances, from the sys- 
tem, and that in this it is assisted by the sympa- 
thetically expulsive force within, assisted, in the 
extraordinary cases called sickness, by sympa- 
thetic medicines from without. Such a state- 
ment would too nearly confound the preventive 
force, which is the corresponsive and reproduc- 
tive; with the curative force, which is the sympa- 
thetic and destructive, and which returns all 
dead particles of the body to the dust from which 
they were taken. W2 would say rather that the 
sympathetic, destructive, excretory, expulsive 
force is dependent upon the corresponsive, re- 
constructive, assimilative, ingestive force, and 
that: that is subservient to and included in this, 
so long as this is predominant, as it always is 
in good health. Such a statement is equivalent 
to saying that the curative power of the system 
is dependent upon, subservient to, and included 
in the preventive, so long as this is predominant; 
but that when the curative exceeds the prevent- 
ive, as it does in the degree of distemperature 
commonly recognized as pathological, then the 
curative is to be contra-distinguished from the 
preventive, and to be recognized as only produc- 
ing the very opposite effects. The pathological 
—i. e., the destructive and expulsive—can then 
come to be reincluded in the physiological—é. e., 
in the reproductive and ingestive—by reducing 
itself to the degree subservient thereto, on the 
principle that “evil cures itself,” or that in such 
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things like destroys like. It is only in respect 
to the predominance either of the corresponsive 
and reproductive power over the sympathetic 
“and reductive, or of this over that, that we make 
the distinction between prevention and cure, and 
thus between preventives and curatives, or be- 
tween food and medicines. In this view of the 
case, administering curatives as preventives is 
like battering down the fortifications and disarm- 
ing the defence to keep out the enemy, who 
would, in fact, do precisely the same things to 
let themselves in. This must be so on the 
homeopathic principle, but not on the allopathic. 
In testing the curative virtues of a drug on a 
healthy subject, on the principle that the like of 
what causes a disease will cure it, does any 
homeeopathist suppose that he is rendering that 
healthy subject any less liable to that disease? 
If not, how can -he suppose that he is doing so 
when he administers that or any other curative 
for the prevention of the disease which it is fitted 
to cure? The principle of homeopathy has 
respect to cure alone, and there can be no ex- 
ception to it in favor of prevention. 

There is, however, an apparent prevention of 
disease and death by the use of poisons produc- 
tive of them—apparent, at least, to a very short- 
sighted and superficial observer. The habitual 
use of highly-stimulating and narcotic drugs not 
only repletes the system with them, and gene- 
rally favors lymphatic and sanguinous repletion 
from more wholesome ingesta, but also renders 
the system dead and insensible to their influ- 
ences, and in this way prevents those more 
violent symptoms of sickness and disorder, as 
well as those violent forms of death, which are 
occasioned by these and similar poisons in sys- 
tems unaccustomed to their use. It is the same 
process by which moral evils of all kinds finally 
cease to be hateful and revolting, and thus cease 
to excite any desperate struggles to escape them 
or to put them away. But what wise physician 
would use curatives as preventives on the prin- 
ciple of inducing a chronic and comparatively 
incurable form of disease to prevent a more 
acute and curable form of it? Is it he who in- 
oculates with the venereal virus to prevent the 
just consequences of -vicious contact with it, so 
that one of the worst of crimes may be practiced 
with impunity? What is this, in reality, but in- 
ducing a more covert and chronic form of dis- 


tion and incurability, to prevent a more manifest, 
social, acutely painful form of it, and one, there- 
fore, on the way to being repented of and put 
away, compassionated and forgiven, medicated 
and blotted out from the book of remembrance ? 
“The gods are just, and of our pleasant vices 
make instruments to scourge us.” EWleavoring 
to escape their justice in any other way than 
that which reconciles it to their mercy, is but 
“treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath,” 
which is longer delayed only that it may be 
more irremediable and vindictive. 

All bibitory and sexual debaucheries are ways 
in which to distemper the temperaments poison- 
ously, instead of to temper them medicinally; 
and as to the prevention of the consequent dis- 
tempers, medicines will never act so inconsist- 
ently as to prevent what it is their office to cure. 
Moreover, only those contagious diseases to 
which the same constitution is not liable a 
second time can, with any degree of propriety, 
be said to be prevented by inoculation; and 
syphilis is not one of them. As to vaccination, 
it is not really preventive of variola, but is simply 
productive of a milder form of it—a milder form 
of a disease that in some way destroys its ability 
to reinduce itself in any form in the same indi- 
vidual. 

“THE LAW OF THE SIMILARS.” 
BY J. P. DAKE, M.D., NASHVILLE. 

From my studies of medical science, I have 
been led to regard the homeopathic law as ap- 
pertaining strictly and wholly to the action of 
medicinal or pathogenetic forces in the removal 
of disease. 

But, if Dr. Adolph Lippe* is to be taken as a 
correct expounder of that law, I have been quite 
mistaken as to its field and scope, and the means 
to be employed under its direction. 

It matters not how old the glimmerings of the 
law may be—how many Greek and Roman phil- 
osophers taught and poets sung of the “ gentle 
similia,” nor how often it was recognized by Hip- 
pocrates and others in the medical line—it is 
very clear that no one conceived of its being 
a general principle, the universal and therefore 
paramount law in special therapeutics till it was 
so considered and proven to be by Samuel 
Hahnemann. 

In the endeavor, then, to understand its true - 


ease, and one, therefore, on the way to confirma- 


* See “ Hahnemannian Monthly,” Jan., 1878, p. 366. 
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sphere and meaning, it is proper enough to refer 
to what Hahnemann has said on the subject. 
And it is well, in doing so, to remember that 
Hahnemann was a scholar, not in philology and 
medicine alone, but also in other sciences, espe- 
cially chemistry. 

In the “Organon,” third American edition, p. 
96, §4, Hahnemann says : 

“The physician is likewise the of 
health when he knows what are the objects that 


disturb it, which produce and keep a apy 
em from persons who are in 


When we contemplate the wide fields of re- 
search and professional labor here pointed out 
by the master, we see a vast number of human 
ailments and perils, in combating which we 
must look to chemistry, as well as mechanics and 
hygiene, for suitable means. 

It was understood in that day, as it is now by 
all educated and thinking persons, that chemical 
forces are to be employed under the guidance of 
chemical laws; that a destructive alkali is to be 
antidoted by a suitable acid, and a descructive 
acid by an alkali, etc. ' 

The fact that the acid or alkali is in the human 
stomach, an organ actuated by peculiar vital 
forces, does not change the chemical relations of 
the two substances, nor prevent their antidotal 
action. 

The administration of a chemical agent, then, 
is not to influence the stomach, but the chemical 
poison; not to call into active resistance the 
. Vital powers, but to destroy the poison itself. 
And the agent. employed is by no means a chemi- 
cal “similar,” else there would be a simple in- 
crease of the poisonous matter without the least 
antidotal effect. 

But when an emetic is administered, in a case 
of poisoning, a direct appeal is made to the vital 
forces actuating the stomach, to procure the im- 
mediate ejectment of the noxious intruder. - 

Hahnemann understood well the necessity of 
following & principle in its own field, and not in 
fields governed by other principles; and hence 
he never thought of similia as a chemical law, 
nor attempted, under its guidance, to effect 
chemical changes. To him it was the greatest 
medicinal law—the law of cure, requiring the use 
in each case of 


“That medicine whose manner of acti 


upon 
persons in health is known, and which 


the 


power of producing an artificial malady, the 


nearest in resemblance to the natural disease 
before our eyes.” (Organon, § 24.) 

So far from claiming the whole domain of 
toxicology for his law, he very distinctly marked 
the boundaries of its operation when he wrote: 

“ A dynamic disease in the living economy of 
man is extinguished in a by 
another that is more powerful, when the latter 
bears a strong resemblance to it in its mode of 
manifesting itself.” (Organon, § 26.) 

With him dynamic affections alone called for 
dynamic forces, or medicines possessed of dyna- 
mic power. 

Though the term dynamic is not as definite 
and satisfactory as might be desired, it is suffi- 
cient to distinguish medicines from chemical or 
mechanical agents. 

In opposition now to such teachings from his 
master, and in the face of all the facts to the 
contrary, as recognized among learned men, the 
world over, Dr. Lippe says, p. 372: 

“Even in cases of voluntary, involuntary, or 
scientific poisoning, in which we apply chemical 
antidotes in appreciable and crude Tonia, the law 
of the similars prevails.” (!) 

And again he says: 

“The law of similars is applicable to all cases 
of non-surgical disorders ailments.” (!!) 

Is it possible that Dr. Lippe has considered 
what is covered by the terms, “ non-surgical dis- 
orders and ailments ?” 

The poisoning by acids and alkalis, by irri- 
tants of all grades and by narcotics, which call 
for immediate removal or sensible antidotes; the 
asphyxia, from noxious gases or vapors, calling 
for a liberal supply of pure air; the scorbutus, 
at sea, requiring only fresh vegetable juices; 
the heart affection, from tobacco-smoking; the 
sleeplessness from strong tea or coffee; the mus- 
cular pains from inadequate clothing; the dys- 
pepsia, from improper eating or want of exer- 
cise; the brain-fag, from excessive mental work 
and no recreation—all these and scores of other 
affections with which mortals suffer and die every 
year, are “non-surgical disorders and ailments,” 
to which the “law of similars” is not applicable. 

For such “ailments” a proper knowledge of 
physiology, pathology, wtiology, chemistry and 
hygiene may suggest ways and means of relief, 
without a resort to any medicine, under the 
pointings of any law. 

The physician, as said by Hahnemann, is the 
“ guardian of health when he knows what are 
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the objects that disturb it, which produce and 
keep up disease and can remove them.” 

What sort of a “guardian of health” is he, who 
proposes to remove all “the objects which pro- 
duce and keep up disease,” under the application 
of “the law of the Similars,” except such as call 
for surgical measures ? 

Such monstrous assumptions, as these made 
by Dr. Lippe, have done much to disgust learned 
men with the claims of homeopathy. 

But if such assumptions were always accom- 
panied by the statements regarding chemistry, 
which appear a little further on in his article—p. 
372—the assumptions would not be charged up 
to homeopathy, but to their proper authors. 

Here is what the Doctor says of chemical prin- 
ciples : 

“Tf the axiom (!) which was proclaimed by the 
ancients, and has never yet been contradicted by 
chemistry, be true, that similars attract one 
another, (!) and contraries repel one another (!) 
thereby administering a chemical antidote, we 
administer a substance which attracts the poison 
(!) we wish to destroy, and the attraction could 
not take place did not two similars meet (!) 
and having met, act one on another according 
to the chemical laws governing inorganic bodies; 


term it knocken frass beinfaule. The French term 
is carie. 

It consists of a diseased condition of the bone 
structure analogous to ulceration in the soft tis- 
sues, and may be recognized and contra-distin- 
guished from necrosis, or death of bone (Gan- 
grene), by pain, heat, redness and tumefaction, 
either diffused or circumscribed, which precedes 
and accompanies it; also by abscess and fistu- 
lous openings, which subsequently form. The 
character of discharge is of a thin sanies, profuse 
in quantity, ichorous, corrosive, at times sero-pu- 
rulent, gray or brownish color, and has a pecu- 
liar odor; once recognized will not be readily 
forgotten. This condition may be verified by 
means of probing, when a rough, grating sensa- 


tion and a dull, grating sound will be noticed. 
The most prolific exciting causes are blows, the 
action of virus, or some discrasia of the system. 
In the last-named variety of cause, exposure to 


cold and dampness is a frequent and exciting 
agent, and this form may be denominated consti- 
tutional, in contra-distinction to local bone ulcera- 
tion or caries. If the implicated bone be bared 
and exposed to the air, it assumes a dark brown- 


did the antidote act under the laws of the con- 
traries, the then two substances, the poison and 
the supposed antidote, would repel one another 
(!) would never be attracted one to another, and 
the two would not possibly be able to effect one 


another.” 


I will not stop to comment upon the freshness, 
the originality and lucidity of this chemical wis- 
dom. I simply commend it to the thoughtful 
consideration of all who may be inclined to ac- 
cept the lead of Dr. Lippe. But here is an ad- 
ditional piece of wisdom—a grand discovery, 
indeed—placing its author a little lower than 


Sir Isaac Newton! 


“If our proposition, that the axiom that simi- 
lars attract one another and contraries repel one 
another, is accepted as a natural law, that law 
becomes an established order of the universe!!!” 

Poor Hahnemann! how little didst thou 


dream of the amazing magnitude of the “law of 


sim il ars ! ” 


SURGICAL TREATISE ON BONE. 
BY PROF. ©. H. VON TAGEN, M. D. 


PART 


Cartes oF Bont.—The term caries is derived 


from the Latin, meaning decay. 


The Germans 


ish and, at times, a black appearance. Its sur- 
face is rough and uneven, readily yielding, espe- 
cially if constitutional. I+ presents a perforated 
appearance, not unlike worm-eaten wood, the 
bony layers, especially in the advanced stage, are 
fragile, especially in the young subject, being 
frequently loosened or detached, and spongy or 
fleshy growths spring up from the surface of the 
ulcer, and also noticeable around the margins ~ 
of the openings found in the soft parts and lead- 
ing into the bone. According to Lawrence, 
caries does not apply to all the circumstances 
under which ulceration of a bone takes place. 
For instance, when a bone dies partially or be- 
comes necrosed, this portion becomes separated 
from the adjacent sound portion by the process 
known as ulceration; but this form of ulceration 
does not, strictly speaking, come under the de- 
nomination of caries proper, no more than slough- 
ing of the softs would denote ulceration. Ul- 
ceration, it may be added, is, in fact, like that 
which is found in’ the soft structures, and is as 
various and parti-colored in its nature. For in- 
stance, there is a healthy and laudable condition 
or form of ulceration in bone which enables it to 
repair injuries, the same as it does in the soft 


parts, viz., by a process of granulation. Neither 
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is the term caries applicable to this form or vari- 
ety, according to the author quoted; but the 
term caries is applied properly to that unhealthy 
species of ulceration which is accompanied by a 
destructive process, and, we may add, only dur- 
ing the time occupied in this last-named process, 
for when it is complete, the term necrosis is appli- 
cable to the dead portion only. 

Inflammation always precedes this form of in- 
vasion, and as a sequence ulceration follows, un- 
less the former is arrested by appropriate treat- 
ment. Caries, then, is a morbid ulceration of the 
bone, preceded by irritation and inflammation, 
and attended with some form of suppuration 
(according to the constitutional condition) either 
of a serous or pus-like character. 

When the restorative process sets in, a granu- 
lation of the implicated or detached surface may 
be noticed, precisely analogous in appearance to 
that of the softer tissues of the body. It is 
- proper that we should, however, distinguish here 

between healthy or normal and morbid or un- 
healthy granulations. The former are of a bright 
red, firm appearance, presenting an even surface 
and some degree of regularity. When pressed 
upon with a probe, will ooze healthy bright 
blood, and do not do so readily. When other- 
wise, or unhealthy, they have either a pale, flab- 
by appearance, which ooze a pale, watery fluid 
or blood, or else possess a dark, livid or bluish 
appearance. When touched, there is emitted a 
flow of blood of the same color. Usually the 
last named are scanty, but at times luxuriate in 
a species of fungus, when it is somewhat difficult 
to determine or satisfactorily examine the bone 
itself. This variety never heals nor cicatrizes un- 

til their character be changed toa healthier con- 
dition. “The diseased part,” observes Mayo, 
.“often neither can recover itself nor be ab- 
sorbed; neither does it become necrosed.” Left 
to itself, the caries would continue, year after 
year, undermining the constitution of the pa- 
tient, gradually invading the adjacent sound 
bone, and finally threatening with destruction 
the neighboring joints. It is often extremely 
difficult to determine whether an inflammatory 
enlargement of bone is abscess, caries or necrosis. 

It is the chronic form of inflammation that usu- 

ally accompanies caries, and it may invade the 
inner or outer structure. When it originates 
externally, the periosteum is priorily invaded, 
thence it passes into the cylindrical or compact 


portion. When it invades the inner portion of 
the cancellated structure, this first becomes in- 
volved. 

“ En-passant,” it may be here remarked that 
the more the earthy or inorganic elements of the 
bone are destroyed, the fewer will be the ossific 
corpuscles in point of numbers, until these disap- 
pear altogether, giving place to a granular sub- 
stratum, with faint traces of the laminated struc- 
ture within its meshes. When occurring from 
within, it usually works its way to the outer sur- 
face. When caries is superficial, the Haversian 
canals are hypertrophied or enlarged. To con- 
vey Rokitansky’s idea and description, the struc- 
tures within these canals form, in part, a disor- 
ganized, softened and shreddy mass, infiltrated 
with ichor or spongy granulations, which easily 
bleed, and grow from them luxuriantly, and ad- 
vance outwards over the rough surface of the 
bone, whilst internally they partially or com- 
pletely fill the enlarged Haversian canals. In 
both instances the bone is cancellous or porous, 
but its color varies in the two courses that it 
takes. In the former it is discolored by the con- 
tents of the Haversian canals; in the latter it ob- 
tains various tints of red, from the color of the 
granulations located at this point. When caries 
invades cancellous tissue, the bone takes on a 
livid, red color, especially if the granulations be 
abundant; it becomes soft, and resembles a mass 
of flesh traversed by a delicate and brittle, bony, 
skeleton-like appearance, and can be easily cut 
with a knife, or yields to light pressure with the 
finger; finally, it becomes tumefied and swollen. 
The analogy of caries to the soft parts in a state 
of ulceration is manifested clearly in the mode 
in which cure is established, as well as in its 
inception and destructive stages. A healthy 
stimulus or change once effected, the absorption 
process is converted into a reproductive process, 
the last parts are restored by granulations, if 
the destruction has not been too extensive and 
calls for too great a tax from the system, as in 
the case of large chasms, or the cicatrix is formed 
with more or less of the original tissue. 

In conclusion of this portion of our subject, 
we will add that, in our view of the question, 
caries is a condition of bone disease in which both 
suppuration and ulceration exist at one and the 
same time. The exact proportion of either is 
rather difficult to define, as these two conditions 


will be found to vary according t® the vigor or 
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the constitutional dyscrasia that may be present. 
It may therefore be safely averred that the de- 
structive or ulcerative and suppurative or repa- 
rative processes will be-found to be in the same 
ratio, as to the preponderance existing either of 
health or to predisposing causes. 

Authors differ very materially, and it is not an 
uncommon view to see described in the various 
works in use at the present day either as a sup- 
puration or an ulceration, as one or other of these 
two conditions seemed to predominate. To de- 
fine or describe the limitation of caries is not 
within our power. We will therefore simply re- 
fer to it,and define our position by describing it 
as a disease of the cancellated structure of bone, 
characterized by a sub-acute or chronic inflam- 
mation, terminating in suppuration, which is 
partly infiltrated, and also accompanied with ab- 
scesses, which, after being emptied of their pus 
contents, have a marked tendenty to ulceration, 
and, as a consequence, there follows in the wake 
of this an extensive destruction of bone. At the 
same time, it is to be noted some abortive efforts 
at reparation, such as large and flabby granula- 
tions protruding themselves into the ulcerated 
cavities; also irregular and ineffectual efforts to- 
ward new bone formations in and around the 
involved parts. 

Caries is essentially a product of chronic in- 
flammation, and usually is not inclined to heal, 
and frequently associated with one of the several 
varieties of constitutional cachexia, possibly due 
to some local and abnormal condition on which 
the life of the part seems to depend. 

With this view in our mind, we will further 
assert and admit that caries sometimes results 
from a slight exciting cause, and will run its 
course without any evident connection with or 
dependence upon any other complication; but 
in a large number of cases, as already intimated, 
it is unquestionably a sequence of some diseased 
action or injury, of which this disease appears to 
be the consequence and effect. We will there- 
fore consider and divide caries into primary or 
idiopathic and secondary or symptomatic caries—a 
distinction that appears to us natural, and will 
also be found useful in practice. 

As a typical case of the first-named form, viz., 
primary or idiopathic caries, we will cite as an in- 
stance the case of some young person with evi- 
dent strumous habits, presenting a slight swelling 
with some pain and circumscribed tenderness at 


either the wrist or ankle-joint. This may be in- 
duced by some exciting cause; for instance, a 
sprain or blow; possibly to rheumatism or infec- 
tious and malarial poisoning from local causes; 
also as a result of some infectious illness. These 
symptoms may be slight, and the use of the limb 
may be continued for a prolonged period with- 
out distressing the patient. Sooner or later 
stiffness follows exercise of the limb; more or 
less pain or uneasiness is apparent. Gradually 
these symptoms increase in severity, the parts 
locally become more inflamed, involving adjacent 
structures, and finally centres its force upon the 
carpus or tarsus rather than on the articular 
termini of the corresponding long bones. Gra- 
dually and tardily the motion of the affected 
joint becomes so painful that the corresponding 
limb will become disabled, and severe pain will 
be observed even during a state of rest. Damp- 
ness, atmospheric changes, and during the night- 
hours the patient's suffering is aggravated. 

A concentration of the local condition at one 
point, followed by fluctuation and a disposition 
to point together, with constitutional symptoms, 
such as a chill or two, followed with thirst, fever, 
restlessness, more or less of a feeling-of malaise, 
all of which announces the formation of an ab- 
scess. Abscesses of this class are usually not 
large, and when they ripen and break there is 
an escape of thin, flocculent pus. No disposi- 
tion is shown tending toward recovery; the dis- 
charge continues, but becomes acrid and cor- 
roding, emitting an ill, foetid odor, yet not in 
large quantities. There follows an aggravation 
of all the foregoing symptoms, constitutional 
and local. Fever of a hectic nature develops, 
emaciation follows, and the patient becomes 
either a coafirmed invalid or else succumbs to 
the diseased condition, and dies from exhaustion 


or from absorption of ichor into the blood, which 


hastens the fatal issue. 

Symptomatic or secondary caries has not the dis- 
tinct ¢ r displayed by the former process. 
This form depends or results from injury or dis- 
ease first of contiguous soft parts. Long and 
protracted destructive inflammations of bones 
and joints not unfrequently produce this form of 


carves. 


Bromrxe, combined with olive oil or vasaline, 
in the proportion of from ten to twenty drops 
to the ounce, has been found by Dr. Brown, 
U.S. N., a specific for the poison of Rhus., Sumac, 
ete. It is applied externally three or four times 
tepid water and soap. 
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A NEW SURGICAL INSTRUMENT, FOR 
THE PAINLESS REMOVAL OF PEDUN- 
CULATED TUMORS, ETC. 

BY A. VARONA, M. D., BROOKLYN. 

(Late Prof. of Surgery, Hahnemann Med. College, Phila.) 
Tse appending wood-cut is a fac-simile of a 

little instrument I have just devised and success- 

fully used on three distinct occasions. 

The history of its invention is as follows: 

On the 22d of last February, I was ealled by 
Dr. J. F. Talmage to see a lady, suffering from 
a fungus hematoides, situaté on the lower portion 
of the right /abium majorum, close to the posterior 
comisure. 

The tumor was pedunculated, nearly round, 
about the size of an orange; the pedicle some- 
what flattened laterally, half an inch in length, 
four inches in circumference. 

The cancerous new formation involved the en- 
tire body of the growth, and extended well up 
the pedicle until it touched the margin of the 
labium. The latter, however, was dragged down 
by the weight of the tumor, and formed an isth- 
mus of healthy tissue between the bleeding fungus 
and the adjacent parts. 

There was no infection of the inguinal or other 
glands. The general health was fair. 

Concurring with the family physician as to the 
nature of the growth, I advised its immediate 
removal; but here I met with the positive refu- 
sal of the patient to be cut, anesthetized or hurt ; 
barring this, she was willing to have the thing 
removed. 

I saw no other alternative but to propose 
ligating the pedicle, to cause the tumor to slough 
off, thus removing it without knife or anssthetic, 
though not without pain; for not only is the ap- 
plication of a ligature around a pedicle very 
painful under ordinary circumstances, but it 

‘would be doubly so in this case, the size of the 

part to be strangulated being such as to require 

the ligation to be performed in three or more 
sections, and to this end the pedicle would have 
to be transfixed with two or more needles. 

After some discussion and the usual persuasive 
endeavors, the patient consented. I passed a 
needle, armed with a double ligature, through 
the superior third of the isthmus, under consid- 
e@able protest as to the pain, and began to tighten 


the cord around the upper section, when the 
patient stopped me, and declared with unmis- 
takable emphasis that she could not stand it, 
Seeing that it was really so, that the lady was 
one of those extremely sensitive persons who 
cannot master themselves sufficiently to endure 
the slightest degree of physical discomfort 
voluntarily inflicted, I slackened the ligature, 
tied it loosely, did the same with the lower one, 
and retired, leaving her to suppose that the 
operation had been completed, but really to de- 
liberate as to how to save the situation. 

During the day I thought of the various 
methods of local anesthesia, of freezing and 
other procedures, but it was not until late at 
night that the little apparatus to which I refer 
came to my mind. It occurred to me that if the 
loose ligatures which were now around the pedicle 
could be tightened to the necessary extent, in a 
gradual and insensible manner, the object would 
be accomplished, yet the patient feel no pain. I 
then thought that a minute winch or windlass 
might be made to grasp the ends of the ligature, 
so that at each successive turn of its crank it 
would wind them around its shaft, thus tighten- 
ing the ligature as slowly as one might please, 
yet as effectively and as certainly of strangula- 
ting the pedicle, and even cutting through the 
tissues, as though it were done with the most 
powerful engine. 

The following morning, with the aid of a piece 
of wax and a common tack, I made a rough 
model of the idea, and proceeded to my instru- 
ment-maker, Mr. E. L. Pratt, of 65 Henry street, 
Brooklyn, who in five hours reproduced it in 
steel, somewhat smaller than the figure shown, 
and weighing eighty grains. (He has since 
made me two more, weighing, respectively, forty 
and sixteen grains. I call them Nos. 1, 2 and 3.) 

At two o’clock the same day I visited the pa- 
tient, silently and carefully removed the liga- 
tures she wore, encircled the whole pedicle well 
up on the healthy tissues with a fine wire, passed 
the ends of this through the hole in the frame 
of the winch, fastened them on to the shaft, 
and turned the crank, or rather thumb-nut, 
until the loop of wire was snugly, not tightly, 
applied. 

During all this operation the patient was ob- 
livious to the fact that I was making any change; 
and, when having finished -I inquired whether I 
had given her any pain, she replied, “None 
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whatever.” I then withdrew, quietly requesting 
the nurse to give the little stem-winder a turn 
every six or eight hours. 

The patient never felt the turning of the 
thumb-nut, yet at the end of twelve days the 
tumor dropped off, and so painless was it all 
that it lay on the bedclothes for several hours 
before she knew of its separation. 

The wound which was left measured only one- 
third of the entire cut surface, the rest having 
healed during the progress of the operation. At 
the present time it has all cicatrized very kindly, 
and the patient is in much better health and 
spirits than before. 

On the second day of March, I applied the 
miniature winch to a cluster of hemorrhoids, 
and in ninety-five hours the mass came away, 
without pain, hemorrhage or inconvenience, 
though the patient wore the instrument (size No. 
8) to business uninterruptedly. — 

On the 13th of the same month, I used the 
same instrument on a warty excrescence the size 
of a goose egg, and at the end of six days the 
growth came off as successfully as in the pre- 
vious cases. 


VARONA'S MINIATURE WINCH, SOMEWHAT ENLARGED. 
(Sizes Nos. 2 and 3 measure, respectively, 4 and \ the above.) 


A. Thumb-nut with ratchet, that turns the 
shaft upon which the ligature winds. 

B. Shaft with two small holes to secure the 
ends of the ligature. 

©. Spring which, on being pressed, liberates 
the shaft from the ratchet, and allows the shaft 
to reverse. 

D. Frame upon which the shaft revolves. 

E. Loop of wire passing through an opening 
in the bottom of the frame. 

In Nos. 1 and 2 each movement of the thumb- 
nut causes the shaft to describe one-sixteenth of 
a revolution. The shaft being one-fourth of an 
inch in circumference, it follows that éach move- 
ment or turn of the thumb-nut shortens each 
end of the ligature one-sixty-fourth of an inch, 
causing a degree of pressure that is inappreciable 
to ordinary sensibility, but which, repeated at 


cut at the rate of one-eighth of an inch per day, 
and much more as soon as the tissues begin to 
soften, absolutely without pain or hemorrhage, 
though you cut through large vessels. 

In No. 3 the mechanism is one-fourth of the 
above, and, for the sake of lightness, the thumb- 
nut has been left out, and the shaft is turned 
with an ordinary watch-key. 

I shall not mention the advantages this instru- 
ment possesses, for certain cases, over the ecra- 
seur, and over the common forms of ligature, for 
they are obvious; nor shall I point out its wide 
range of applicability for removing tumors, 
amputating soft parts,.cutting fistule, applying 
permanent or temporary ligatures on blood-ves- 
sels, adjusting sutures, etc.,etc. I have occupied 
your attention too long already. I leave it before 
you, begging you and the profession to accept 
it as a small contribution to surgical mechanics. 

108 Joralemon street, Brooklyn. 


CASE OF STRICTURE OF THE SOPHA- 
GUS, PRONOUNCED INCURABLE, 
SUCCESSFULLY TREATED 
BY ELECTROLYSIS. 


BY JOHN BUTLER, M.D. 


On December 2, 1877, I was sent for by my 
friend, Dr. Helmuth, to see a young lady, a 
patient to whom he had just been called, and of 
whom he gave me the following history: On the 
20th of June, 1877, at Kingston, New York, the 
young lady swallowed a teaspoonful of nitric 
acid and creosote, a mixture which is popularly 
known as Palmer’s Vegetable (?,) compound, in 
mistake for essence of Jamaica ginger. After 
the acute symptoms resulting had subsided, she 
discovered considerable difficulty in swallowing; 
a certain amount of liquid would apparently be 
swallowed, and almost immediately return to be 
ejected either through the mouth or through 
the nose; there was total inability to swallow 
anything solid. The case progressed so that 
finally there was no evidence to show that any 
liquid passed at all into the stomach. The girl, 
of course, became emaciated, and at the time of 
my visit was exceedingly prostrated, could 
scarcely sit up, and made no attempt to walk 
without assistance. She had subsisted entirely 
upon injections per rectum since the time of the 
accident. 


intervals sufficiently long to allow the tissues to 
adapt themselves to their new surrounding, will 


On examination of the csophagus, I found 
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that even the smallest bougie could not be in- 
serted through the stricture, which was situated 
about four inches above the cardiac orifice of the 
stomach. Above this point the esophagus was 
much dilated and pouched. Dr. Helmuth had 
tried the ordinary rubber bougies, of different 
sizes; so had the other physicians who had at- 
_tended her previous to Dr. Helmuth’s being 
called in. They concluded that nothing in 
medicine or surgery could possibly relieve her, 
except, es Dr. Helmuth suggested, the stricture 
could possibly be obliterated by electrolysis. 
Dr. Hammond, who saw her previously, gave as 
his opinion that no power on earth could save 
her, and did not even suggest electrolytic treat- 
ment. Being urged by Dr. Helmuth to under- 
take the case and try what electrolysis would do, 
I reluctantly consented. I used an instrument 
made with a long insulated stem, having a naked 
metallic bulb on the tip, about the size of a pea. 
This I introduced through the esophagus and 
down to the stricture; connected it with the 
negative pole of the Stéhrer battery, forming the 
cireuit by a large sponge rheophore placed on 
the pit of the stomach. I allowed a current of 
about ten volts to flow, and after a while cauter- 
ized through the obstructed part. About aa 
inch below this I met another resistance; this 
one was band-like and elastic to the touch, and, 
after a moment or two, yielded to the action of 
the current. Almost immediately below this I 
encountered another stoppage; this resisted the 
action of the current for about fifteen minutes 
(20 volts), but finally the electrode passed into 
the stomach. On ascertaining this I withdrew 
the instrument, and introduced a very small 
stomach tube, through which I injected half a 
pint of milk. I then left the patient. On the 
next day I introduced the same bougie, and re- 
peated the milk injection. The inflammatory 
symptoms from the application the day before 
_ ‘were not serious; left the tube in for an hour 
* and a half, at the end of which time another half 
pint of milk was injected. 
. On December 6th I repeated the electrical 
operation, as in the first instance, only using a 
larger bulb, after which I was able to introduce 
into the stomach a large-sized tube, and through 
it injected liquid food, such as beef-tea, barley 
water, milk, etc. 
On the 10th, used electrolysis again with a still 
larger instrument; did not operate again until 


‘the 22d, when I used an electrode with cone- 
shaped tip, almost as large as the normal open- 
ing should be, using a very powerful current, 
the circuit being completed, as in the first in- 
stance. The pain resulting from this operation, 
as well as the inflammatory symptoms afterwards, 
were much greater than in any of the previgus 
instances. These, however, soon subsided, and 
on Christmas Day the patient had the satisfac- 
tion of enjoying a good dinner, which she had 
not before done from the 19th of June. The 
stricture not being entirely removed, I operated 
as before mentioned on the 30th, making in all 
five electrical applications. After this the pa- 
tient progressed favorably, and now suffers no 
inconvenience whatever. In order to prevent a 
tendency to recurrence, I provided the patient 
with a full-sized bougie, which she introduces 
herself occasionally. At my first visit to her, 
her weight was sixty-five pounds; on February 
1st she weighed 130, and is, as far as it is pos- 
sible to judge, entirely free from any of the 
original trouble. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


Dr. O. Groom, of Horseheads, writes: I have 
had some severe cases of diphtheria of the most 
malignant type I ever saw—three cases in one 
family, and all died. The first one taken, took a 
peculiar form—one I have never heard reported. 
A girl of some four years was taken with vari- 
cella quite severe, and the third day after the 
appearance of the first blisters, severe vomiting 
ensued, continuing at intervals as long as she 
lived. The tongue was coated with a heavy 
white coat, assuming a brown color as the dis- 
ease advanced. The tonsils and glands were 
slightly swollen, but no more than often occurs 
with varicella. In the pubic region and on the 
labia-majora were a number of vesicles, which 
looked very angry. The labia soon became 
swollen, and looked dark, almost a mahogany 
color. The breath was fetid, having that peeu- 
liar odor common to diphtheria. As there were 
no cases in the vicinity, and not enough of the 
ordinary symptoms, it left me in doubt as to its 
real character. But it was soon revealed to me 
by the formation of the membrane between the 
labias extending to all parts, vulva, anus and, 
I have no doubt, the vagina. As the disease 


progressed to a fatal termination, which was in 
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about four days after the first vomiting, the lit- 
tle swelling of the throat entirely subsided. She 
could swallow with ease and talk as clear as she 
could when well, but the labia changed from a 
dark to a darker color, giving off very offensive 
odors until decomposition and death took place. 

The general symptoms were those in common 
with the worst form of diphtheria. Besides the 
symptoms above enumerated might be added, 
pulse from 120 to 130, with extreme thirst and 
great restlessness. I had undoubted proof that 
my diagnosis was correct, when another child 
was taken, about the time the first died, with 
diphtheria, in a form that could not be disputed. 
A third, and only well child, was taken two days 
afterward, and lived about five days. And after 
battling with the disease and the result of it for 
eighteen days with the second one, it tod passed 
away, leaving the family disconsolate and myself 
sad, to think I could find no remedy to conquer 
that fell destroyer. The case of the girl is one 
link in the chain of evidence (with me) to prove 
that the disease is first constitutional, and the 
local symptoms the result of the destructive effect 
of the poison. 
CLINICAL CASE. 

BY DR. GEORGE ALLEN. 
(Member of the House Staff of the Hom. Hospital, W. I.) 

D. C. admitted to the hospital Feb. 25, 1878, 
suffering from phthisis and a debilitating diar- 
rhea. The latter was fast exhausting the pa- 
tient’s strength. 

Arsenicum was selected as the remedy for the 
case, and given in the 200th attenuation No 
improvement followed, and at the end of three 
days the same remedy was given in the thirtieth 
potency. The diarrhcea continued to get worse, 
and the patient to get weaker. After trying the 
200th and 30th for an entire week without 
benefit, and the Arsenicum still seeming indi- 
cated, it was given in the third trituration, and 
followed by almost immediate relief. The diar- 
_ rhoea ceased entirely within two days. 


“PULSATILLA,” FROM AN “OLD SCHOOL” 
STANDPOINT. 
BY GEO. B. DURRIE, M.D., NEW YORK CITY. 
Dr. Henry G. Pirranp, of this city, contributes 
to a late number of the Medical Record an article 
on Pulsatilla, which is well worthy of earnest 
consideration on the part of believers in homeo- 


pathy. The article shows that the old school is 
making such progress in the application of 
drugs to disease, that we are in danger of being 
robbed of our most cherished remedies, which 
are made to do good service in healing the sick, 
with no credit given to the source from whence 


the knowledge of them is derived; for no honest 


man can fail to see that the value of these drugs 
was never fully estimated until homeopathic 
success had proved how great it was. He begins 
by giving a history of Pulsatilla from the ear- 
liest investigators, mentioning incidentally that 
Hahnemann made some provings which may 
have had a little value, but also shows that it had 
so fallen into neglect as to be considered un- 
worthy of a place in standard medical works, or, 
if noticed at all, passed with brief mention, and 
then proceeds to give the result of some of his - 
own experiments with it; and surely he must 
have taken some hints from homeopathic expe- 
rience. Three or four cases of dysmenorrhea 
complicating acne and eczema are mentioned, in 
which Puilsatilla -was given singly, and, on the 
whole, with satisfactory results, though the doc- 
tor admits having made no thorough examina- 
tion of the cases. But in the treatment of epi- 
didymitis following gonorrhea he gives more 
careful tests, and the results are eminently sug- 
gestive. The first case was taken at the outset, 
when all the symptoms, pain, heat and swelling, 
were oh the increase. Pulsatilla was given in 

doses of five drops of the tincture, repeated ~ 
every two or three hours, and continued for two 
days, when the aggravation had become so great 
that the remedy was discontinued and recourse 
had to tobacco poultices.. The second case was 
taken at the same period, and treated in the 
same way, with the same result. In the third 
case the disease had passed the acute stage when 
treatment was begun, and Pulsatilla in two-drop 
doses seemed to have no effect whatever, either. 
for good or ill. But now he takes a new depar- 
ture, reduces his doses from five drops to one- 
tenth of a minim, largely diluted, and the aspect 
of affairs is changed. He finds in seven or eight 
cases following a decided amelioration of the 
symptoms at once. Pain, heat and swelling are 
all diminished, and the patients recover in one- 
third less time than he had ever known them to 
under any other treatment. He takes pains also 
to say that no other remedy was given, and no 


other treatment used whatever except support 
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to the testicle. All this to a homeopath is very 


plain, but did it ever occur to Dr. Piffard that|_ 


his experience, as here recorded, was any indica- 
tion of at least a grain of truth in homeopathy ? 
His five-drop doses aggravated, because the 
remedy was capable of producing a condition 
similar to the one already present; while the 
minute doses cured, for the same reason. Why 
did he not go one step further, and dilute his 
one-tenth of a minim with ten drops of Alcohol, 
and then see if a drop of that would not cure? 
If it failed, he could have fallen back on his to- 
bacco poultices again, and then he could have 
diluted once more and tried that, and his brethren | °° 
would have been surprised to see how small a 
quantity of a properly-selected drug could cure. 
The (so-called) regular school of medicine looks 
upon anything which it can gather from homeo- 
pathic sources as lawful spoil. Its members can, 
with the utmost coolness, appropriate facts 
which have been worked out by pains-taking 
homeopathists, without giving the slightest credit 
where it is due. Their patients certainly are 
gainers by the change, and I suppose we should 
be such humble followers of the truth as to find 
sufficient reward in that. At any rate, I don’t 
see how we can change the matter; only let us, 
while showing to the world that we are liberal 
men, stand firmly by homeopathy, and a few 
more such articles as this one oa Pulsatilla, by 
Dr. Piffard, cannot fail to convince right-minded 
men that some good can come out of Nazareth. 


BRAIN CULTURE. 


Dz. Crtcuron Brown, in a recent very able 
article, citing Prof. Claughton’s familiar com- 
parison of the relative strength of the leopard 
“and the deer—the vegetable feeder exhibiting 
greater power of endurance, the flesh-eater a 
reserve of force more rapidly liberated for a rush, 
applies the principal elucidated to brain nutri- 
tion. He shows that a too highly nitrogenous 
diet will induce a tendency to explosive force or 
irritability. The habit of eating excessive quan- 
tities of animal food, particularly in cases where 
the individual is exposed to many and frequent 
causes of irritation is condemned; and the wis- 
dom of treating minor degrees of brain irritabil- 
ity by a reduction of the butcher's bill suggested. 


Dr. Hetmors has removed to Madison avenue 
and 4ist street. 
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THE GOSPEL OF COMMON SENSE. 

Many of our modern philosophers, in noting the 
duplicity of the most enlightened governments 
of the earth—the misery, the want, the disease 
existing everywhere among all races and all na- 
tions—have insisted that every great system of 
religion which has existed in this world has proved 
a failure. They point to the condition of the 
Eastern world and ask, where are the triumphs 
of Zoroaster, of Buddha and Confucius? Where 
are the evidences that the millions who in the 
thousands of years past have believed in their 
doctrines, have been improved in their moral 
and mental nature? What has Mohammedanism 
done for the world? What evidence have we of 
the regenerating power of Christianity in the 
nearly nineteen hundred years its doctrines have 
been preached. Let the bloody wars, whose 
slaughtered victims are piled mountain high, 
and whose blood fattens the soil, answer. Let 
the crime, the misery, the want, the desolating 
disease, answer. Let the fact that nearly one- 
half of all born into the world, even in the most 
favored Christian lands, die before they reach 
the age of five years, answer. The philosophers 
who thus state their argument do not pretend to 


form any idea of what might have been the com= 


dition of the world if no great religious system 
had ever existed; if the doctrines of truth and 
purity of life which have been inculcated in them 
all had never been taught. 

We do not propose to discuss the problem 
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whether the great religions of the earth have 
or have not been failures, but no one can deny 
that they have failed, and especially the Chris- 
tian religion, in producing anything like the re- 
sults which might have been expected. The 
cause of this failure has been that men have not 
understood the real spirit of the doctrines they 
pretended to teach. They have lacked the one 
great essential of common sense. The so-called 
great moral teachers of the world have been, to 
a great extent, utterly unfit to build systems of 
theology, or to instruct in the great principles 
of ahealthy religion. They have placed before us 
a God of anger and of wrath, and have consti- 
tuted themselves his ambassadors. They have 
wielded in one hand the thunder-bolts of God’s 
wrath, and pointed with the other to the wide- 
open gates of a material hell, carved out of their 
own unhealthy imaginations; and a material 
heaven, somewhere, and have sought to drive men 
to escape the terrors of the one and secure the 
joys of the other by appeals to the lowest and most 
cowardly trait of human nature, that of selfish- 
ness. The great and sublime truths of all reli- 
gions have been, in a measure, frittered away or 
covered over with this appeal to man’s selfish 
nature, and simply because the world has been 
trained in the belief that a certain set of men, no 
matter what their physical organizations—no 
matter to what extent they may have violated 
every hygienic law—are conduits through which 
flow spiritual and heavenly truths, pure and una- 
dulterated, from the great fountain of life. The 
harsh and sour denunciations of dyspeptics, the 
gloomy pictures of fevered imaginations, have 
been received as law and gospel, without a mo- 
ment’s thought that a current, however pure its 
source, must be tainted and rendered unfit for 
use by flowing through such unhealthy channela. 

The revelations of modern physiology and 
mental sciences show how intimate the relation 
between body and mind, and how the currents 
of spiritual life may be rendered dark and 
opaque by flowing through unhealthy physical 
bodies. Interlocked and interwoven with each 


other, one must partake of the imperfections of 
the other. We must get back to the great Chris- 
tian doctrine; the doctrine of Jehovah; the doc- 
trine self-evident to every mind imbued with 
common sense, that the only road to regenera- 
tion is to act right for the sake of right, to do 
good for the sake of good; and that a healthy 
soul through which the currents of divine truth 
and heavenly life|can flow untainted, can only 
grow and expand in strength, perfection and 
beauty in a healthy body. 

This is the law of common sense—a law of 
which the physician should be the apostle and 
expounder. When the law of hereditary trans- 
mission is fully understood in all its breadth and 
length and vastness, the appeal will be made less 
to man’s selfish nature, and more to his sense of 
right and justice—more to his conscience and 
the higher attributes of his being. When each 
individual can be made to understand that the 
results of his actions flow on beyond himself, 
extend beyond his own individual being through 
generations to come, leaving their imprint for 
good or evil on that great current of human life 
ever flowing on towards eternity, we shall have 
brought into active play the great elementary 
principles in the elevation and reformation of 
our race. 

The principle of thorough training and heredi- 
tary transmission is fully recognized in the rear- 
ing of stock. It is lost sight of in a great degree 
in the rearing of human beings. The true har- 
mony wliich should exist between the mental 
and physical is not fully appreciated. The one 
is often trained at the expense of the other, re- 
sulting not infrequently in an early death or an 
unhealthy growth. 

The old proverb that “Blood will tell,” is far 
more true in individuals than in animals. In 
the vigorous, mental and physical man who 
can look back to a healthy and well-trained 
ancestry, there is, when disease attacks tle sys- 
tem, a power of self-repair, of long-continued 
endurance, because there are no latent seeds of 


disease, planted there by corrupt ancestors, to 
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waken into full life and activity. Who does not 
remember Dr. Kane with a heart disease and 
chronic rheumatism, and yet with a vitality, an 
iron endurance which enabled him to go through 
sufferings in the Arctic seas, under which sailors 
trained to hardship sank into the grave? Where 
among the two hundred thousand men com- 
manded by William IIL of England, and Lux- 
emburg, his fiery opponent in the Netherlands, 
could be found one with greater power of en- 
durance than that of the hunch-backed dwarf 
that led the fiery hosts of France, or that of the 


asthmatic skeleton who conducted the stubborn. 


troops of England? Wolfe, with the seeds of 
incurable disease in his system, wrenched from 
the French the Gibraltar of America; and 
Palmerston, suffering from attacks of gout, which 
would have sent other men groaning to their 
couches, continued his work with unabated vigor. 
They had the staying power, that power of en- 
durance, that strong vital force, up to which, in 
the generations to come, the whole human race 
can be educated. The mind fails to comprehend 
the possibilities of such a race. Each man a 
giant in physical activity, in intellectual strength 
and culture. Each man so in harmony with the 
good in nature that Divine influence could flow 
readily into his soul, and thus the links in that 
endless chain of spirit-life, uniting earth with 
the heavens, ever grow stronger and brighter. 


AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
HOMEOPATHY. 

Tus time rapidly approaches at which the 
Institute will hold its annual meeting at Put-in- 
Bay. Notwithstanding the seeming great dis- 
tance from remotest eastern and western points, 
we sincerely hope there may be a large attend- 
ance from these localities upon this Convention. 

There has been breeding for a long time in 
our ranks a feeling of dissatisfaction with the 
management of this society, and there is no 
other way to bring about a change but by join- 
ing in its deliberations. 

Unfortunately, all societies are managed by a 


small minority of their membership, and the 
majority have no right to complain, when they 
do not show sufficient interest in these organi- 
zations to sacrifice a little, if necessary, in order 
to make an annual pilgrimage in behalf of the 
general cause. 

We hope the officers will not repeat the mis- 
take of last year, by allowing a change to be 
made in the order of business after the same 
has been announced to the members. 

In conclusion, we have to again urge the 
members of our profession to arrange their 
vacations for the last of June, and attend upon 
the deliberations of the American Institute of 
Homeopathy; but if they fail in this duty, let 
us hear no growling over the result. 


HOMC@OPATHY AND ITS RELATIONS TO 
MEDICAL SCIENCE. 
Tue Forvre or Homaoparny. 
BY EDWARD P. FOWLER, M.D. 


“I hold it to be as impossible to know parts without 
knowing the whole, as to know the whole without knowl- 


edge of the parts.”— Pascal. 

Peruars the endeavor to be understood, with 
those who prefer to misunderstand, is a waste 
of time and energy; still the effort may possibly 
neutralize misrepresentations made to those who 
are, really desirous of knowing and abiding by 
the truth. It is for this purpose and as a record 
for future reference that this brief is written. 

Many glaringly incorrect statements have been 
made concerning the nature and substance of 
the recent discussions in the Homa@opathic Med- 
ical Society of the County of New York, a propos 
the resolution, which by it was twice adopted 
and then expunged. 

The exclusive home@opathists assert that the 
Eberal party has, by its action in this matter, 
abandoned homeopathy, and even assailed it. 

The ill-natured and willful of the old school 
say: “and thus descends to the grave the last relie 
of this vicious system of practice.” 

They equally err. 

As concerns the scientific souniitiast of the 
homeopathic principle for selection of remedies, 
the liberal homeopathists are as settled in belief 
as are the exclusives. The difference between 
them is altogether another question than that of 
the verity of hommopathy. 
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The exclusives hold that because the prin- 
ciple of homeopathy is substantially true, those 
who believe therein should therefore refrain 
from the investigation and use of any other med- 
ical truth ; indeed some venture so far as to 
assert that the existence of the homeopathic 
principle renders the existence of any other prin- 
ciple in medicine impossible, and that therefore, 
all labor in the science of medicine which is not 
strictly confined to the elucidation of the home- 
pathic principle, is both fruitless and mischievous. 

To any mind not biased by over-long contem- 
plation of one object, and accustomed to weigh 
all questions in a well-poised and honest balance, 
such a belief must appear as calculated, if put 
into practice, to distort and make comparatively 
useless the isolated factor which naturally com- 
bines with other parts to furnish a reliable unity. 

The liberals, though fully believing in. the 
principle of homeopathy, cannot for that reason 
deny established facts and results, and being 
sensible of their own finite natures they are not 
disposed to present themselves as competent to 
issue a fiat that there does not or shall not exist’ 
other principles in medicine. But in reviewing 
other departments of science they are inclined 
by analogy to admit that the possible existence 
in mediciné of other principles would not be an 
unreasonable supposition, and they fully appre- 
ciate, too, that all principles must, in the nature 
of things, be inseparable and must afford mutual 
support. 

Experience has taught them that a part of a 
whole, although offering a portion of abstract 
truth, yet, by reason of the' absence of its en- 
tirety, it can nevertheless convey a sense directly 
contrary to truth, and so lead practically to 

error. 

They comprehend, therefore, as a matter of 
course, that no one section of medical science, 
_ however perfect in its kind, can dispense with 

its co-efficient, its complete reliability and value 
depending upon its proper adjustment to other 
parts; that, for example, it would be no more 
fatal to the prosperity of agriculture to reject 
the services of the carrier, the merchant, the 
banker, etc., than for one principle in medicine 
to ignore all other branches or principles of its 
commonwealth, and to refuse an interchange of 
service. 

They also fail to find evidence that God has 


caste, possessors of all intellect and positive 
knowledge, and privileged to the right of dicta- 
tion; to the contrary, they recognize that among 
such as possess a general equality of natural 
ability, education and advantages, there should 
also be mutual recognition of equality in the 
consideration accorded to individual research 
and deduction. 

If the exclusive homeopathists on the one 
hand, and some of the old-school crities on the 
other, had listened to the liberal homeopathists, 
or read them with even ordinary care and fair- 
ness, a misunderstanding would have been im- 
possible. 

The liberals have in no degree attacked or 
abandoned homeopathy: through years of dili- 
gent search of its title they have found in it no ~ 
serious defect, and as a scientific property, its 
value is daily augmenting. 

They still tenaciously reserve to their use all 
this large property, without reduction or degrada- 
tion; but more than this, they propose to retain 
possession of the entire estate to which their 
profession entitles them. 

They propose to multiply the benefits of ho- 
maopathy, and to increase the utility of medical 
science as a whole, by permitting homeopathy 
to find its natural relations and conjunctions 
with the body entire. 

The proclamation by the exclusive homeo- 
pathists, that there is or can be no other princi- 
ple in therapeutics except the homeopathic, de- 
serves no more notice than any other assumption 
equally undemonstrated and as impossible of 
demonstration. The attempt however to coerce 
assent, even through moral force, is a far wander- 
ing from the methods of true scientific instruc- 
tion, and is a manifestation of arrogance which 
no free man should for one instant tolerate. 

In the average human understanding there is 
a natural proclivity to extremes. It requires 
either a rare original organization or a wide ex- 
perience, and a long and careful mental training, 
to insure to one even tolerable freedom from 
this inclination, and it is undoubtedly true that 
temporary prominence and so-called success, 
when dependent upon a party, must be pur- 
chased by pandering to extreme views. He who 
stands upon the middle ground and gathers 
from both sides whatsoever there may be of 
truth, and rejects whatever there may be of 


established in the human kind an aristocratic 


error, is liable to be a temporary victim to the 
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fanatics of both factions; but time rectifies all 
mischances of the hour, and awards the meed 
where it is due. 

Very many of the liberal homeopathists have 
lived long enough to outgrow all fear of the dis- 
pleasure or malice which honest difference or 
conservatism of opinion may elicit, as well as all 
anxiety respecting the bestowing or withhold- 
ing of favors. They are prepared to give frank 
expression to honest belief, and to listen with 
attention and deference to those who ingenu- 
ously and courteously express a difference of 
opinion. 

Discussion of the broad platform which would 
unify all medical experience and knowledge, has 
called forth an often-repeated inquiry: “ What 
will be the future of homeeopathy ?” 

If, as we believe, the principle be true, there 
is no more occasion for anxiety or speculation 
about its future than there is about the future 
of the law of gravitation; and neither of them 
could cease to operate and render the natural 
results of their existence, though their operations 
might chance -to widely deviate from the plans 
which mortals have devised. 

The scientist cannot prescribe to Nature her 
methods of procedure, nor can he give asylum 
to any theoretical pet. ‘The attempt to regulate 
and direct the affairs of a creation which is un- 
folded by Divine will alone is certainly not per- 
tinent, and indicates in those so disposed a non- 
appreciation of the real relation of man to 
science. 

Potentially, all science must have been from 
the Beginning. Man cannot invent it; his pow- 
ers are limited to the discovery of its processes 
and products. By intelligent and persevering 
industry he removes the web from between the 
human mind and truth, and this once revealed, 


he must accept it, and with it must also accept|- 


all its consequences. Here ends his responsi- 
bility. It is not by his strategy and powers that 
the imperishable Infinite is to be saved from 
destruction. 

A principle, then, we conceive to be a thing of 
all time, and when its existence and use have 
been once demonstrated to mankind there is 
slight probability that it will ever fall out of 
mind. 

Nor should great principles and truths be 
prostituted to mercenary ends or party aggran- 
dizement. The legitimate application of scien- 


tific discoveries is to render them, in the highest 
possible degree, instrumental to the betterment 
of all things connected with luman existence, 
It surely will be conceded that the principle 
which chanced to be qualified by the term 
homeopathic, was never created for the purpose 
of making sacred the term homeopathy, nor 
merely for the immortalization of Samuel Hahne- 
mann, nor yet to distinguish its believers as a 
chosen and superior people. It is not a patent 
right, but belongs to every being capable of 
thought in the universe. 

All that can be predicted concerning the future 
of the principle of homeopathy is, that we be- 
lieve it to be a truth, and that if it is true, it will 
forever endure; and though time should change 
its name or form, it would still contribute none 
the less to the welfare of man. And so, trust. 
ing the future of this and all other principles to 
the Great Power which created them, we prefer 
to expend our energies in new fields of research, 
and leave prophesies to those gifted with pro- 
phetic vision. 

We end by repeating that which we have so 
often before said: 

1. That our faith in the principle of homeeopathy 
has in no degree diminished. 

2. That we, however, consider it as only oneof 
our professional assets, and that we intend to util 
ize, as seems to each individual his duty, all the 
varied resources in medical science, and no efforts 
of intimidation, calumny, misrepresentation or 
ridicule, from whatever source, will serve for 
one moment to deter us from this duty. 

The liberal homeopathists regard medical 
science as a unity, and are profoundly convinced 
that the oneness of science universal will be the key- 
note of the future. 


Bibliographical. 


An Essay on Reorat Mepication. By William 
Bodenhamer, A.M.,M.D. New York: Wm. 
Wood & Co., 1878. 

The author of this essay has for many years 

ranked as one of the ablest specialists in rectal 

diseases in the medical profession. Any essay 
therefore from his pen upon subjects connected 
with his specialty, could not fail to be of interest 
and special value. He seeks to establish in his 
discussion the following practical conclusions: 

1. That the rectum is endowed with every 
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essential requirement for active absorption, 
and even for digestion to some extent. 

2. That medicines may be introduced into the 
rectum, or into the colon, with great ease, 
with entire safety and with prompt and 
decided benefit, and that medicines thus 
introduced produce both a local and remote 
effect. 

. That medicines are more speedily received 
into the system by the rectum than by the 
stomach; heing much less liable to become 
decomposed, inert or contaminated in the 
former than in the latter. 

4, That the rectum, as a general rale will only 
require about one-third the quantity of a 
remedy to produce the desired effect that 
the stomach requires to produce the same. 

. That medicines, administered per anum, are 
transmitted simultaneously into both the 
portal and systemic circulation, and the 

- most decided therapeutic impressions may 
be made upon the various viscera contained 
in the pelvis. 

We have seen such marked benefit result from 
the introduction of medicines into the rectum, 
the vagina and the bladder, that we can hardly 
suppose any intelligent practical physician would 
oppose this form of treatment. Our homeo- 
pathic remedies may sometimes, when indicated 
for diseases in the pelvic cavity, be administered 
in this way with much more decided and promptly 
beneficial results than by the stomach. The essay 
of Dr. Bodenhamer will well repay a céreful 
perusal. 


Correspondence. 


IS BELIEF IN THE INFALLIBILITY OF 
HAHNEMANN ESSENTIAL TO A 
HOMCEOPATHIC PHYSICIAN ? 


To the Editors of Tuz Hom. Tres. 

Tue adherents to the homeopathic method of 
healing have been much exercised of late by the 
conflicting views that have been put forward 
concerning the “true inwardness.” The ques- 
tion, “What is homeopathy?” has received as 
various answers as has the far higher question, 
“ What is Christianity?” and the partisans of the 
several definitions have displayed an almost 
theologic zeal in the advocacy of their several 
views. 

Drs. Lippe and Skinner, and all those who 


contentedly walk in their light, would seem to 
make “Hahnemannism” and “hommopathy” 
synonymous terms. I think there can be no 
doubt that the writings of both these distin- 
guished men distinctly teach that the precepts 
and examples of Hahnemann are to be accepted 
in full, and followed out in all cases; that if a 
disputed point in doctrine or practice can be 
proved to have the sanction of the “ master,” its 
validity is at once established; and that no one 
who refuses to accept the decisions of Hahne- 
mann as final and conclusive can be a “homceo- 
pathician.” The motto of these “true believers” 
seems to be now, as ever, “He who doubts is 
damned already.” 

Ts it a fact that, in order to practice medicine 
under the guidance of the law of similia, one 
must believe all that its discoverer believed, and 
do exactly as he did? Must all who are to be 
of the homeopathic “elect” have faith in the 
theory of potentization, by which we are to ac- 
complish the feat of concentrating force by dif- 
fusing matter, or of evolving a new “spiritual” 
force from inert substances by plenty of water- 
ing and shaking? Hahnemann distinctly teaches 
the importance of the theory, nowhere, perhaps, 
more strotigly than in the preface to the fourth 
volume of the “ Materia’ Medica Pura” (Hempel’s 
Translation), where he writes: “The peculiar 
method which I have adopted for the prepara- 
tion of homeopathic medicines, effects not only 
the intimate union of the medicine with the 
non-medicinal substances with which it is shaken 
or triturated, but it effects such an infinite de- 
velopment of the inherent virtues of the drug 
that the processes of trituration and succussion 
which I have introduced into our art ought to 
be looked upon as one of the greatest discoveries 
of the present age.” 

Must we all constantly confine ourselves to the 
“single remedy ” and the “ minimum dose,” and 
allow this dose to “act” as long as the given 
“ duration of action ” of the drug directs? ._Hun- 
dreds of explicit dicta can be culled from the 
pages of the “ Mat. Med. Pura,” and the “ chronic 
diseases” inculcating the importance of so doing. 
One sentence, in a note to “Spongia,” occurs to 
me in this connection: “The more acute the dis- 
ease, and the smailer the dose, the more rapid is 
the cure.” It is true that, in at least one in- 
stance, Hahnemann advises the use of two reme- 
dies in alternation. On p. 98 of the first volume 
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of the “Mat. Med. Pura,” in relation to the 
“purple rash,” he writes thus: “ All cases might 
“be gaved by the alternate use of Aconite and Coffea 
cruda—the former being given against the heat, 
the increasing uneasiness and the agonizing 
anguish; and the latter against the excessive 
pain and the weeping mood. Aconite and Coffea 
should be alternately given every 12, 16 or 24 
hours, in proportion as one or the other medi- 
cine is indicated.” But I think any candid man 
will admit that this is only an exceptional in- 
stance, and that the weight of his testimony is 
overwhelmingly in opposition to such -practice. 
Do all pure “ homeopathicians ” follow Hahne- 
mann’s advice in regard to giving highly “ poten- 
tized” remedies by olfaction? He plainly speci- 
fies this as the “best method” in a great number 
of instances. In recommending Aconite in cases 
where the menses have been arrested by “ moral 
shocks,” (Mat. Med., vol. 1, p. 3), he writes: “In 
such cases it will be sufficient to direct a single 
inspiration, and for an instant, from a bottle 
containing one globule, the size of a mustard 
seed, which has been impregnated with the thir- 
tieth dilution.” In the preface to vol. 4, as an 
example of the development of medicinal power 
in Gold by trituration to the twelfth potency, 
he writes: “A man who was suffering from hor- 
rible melancholy, and who was impelled by in- 
tolerable anguish to take his life, needs but to 
smell for a few moments of such a preparation 
of Gold in order to recover his cheerfulness and 
love of life.” Under “ Opium” (vol. 4, p. 3) we 
find: “Smelling of a pellet of the thirtieth po- 
tency of Opium removes the effects of recent 
frights almost instantaneously, but only when 
the smelling is resorted to immediately after the 
fright; if used too late the Opium does mischief!” 
Under “ Spongia” (p. 143) we read that “ Spongia 
is a specific against a certain form of angina 
membranacea, the local inflammation being pre- 
viously appeased by Aconife. This is most easily 
accomplished by making the patient smell of a 
pellet of the thirtieth potency.” How many 
medical men are there in the world who honestly 
believe that smelling of any substance in the 
thirtieth “potency” ever cured anybody of any- 
thing? And how many are there who use this 
method in prescribing? As far as I can see, the 
olfactory method is as important a part of the 
fabric of Hahnemannic faith as is the “high po- 
tency,” or the “single remedy,” or the “totality 


of the symptoms.” I have never noticed any 
cures, made by the smelling process, reported in 
our journals. I do not say that none have been 
reported, but they are not heralded abroad with, 
the same eclat that attends the use of “ potentized” 
dog’s milk, skimmed milk, strawberries, gonorr- 
hoeal virus and other ultra-Hahnemannic pro- 
ducts. If they were, I should have seen them. 
Do “ hommopathicians” who practice surgery 
(if there are any) always use Arnica in the prepa- 
ration directed by Hahnemann? He directs the 
“solution for great contusions” to be prepared 


| by “mixing one-half pound of water with equal 


parts of ‘brandy or wine, and dropping into this 
liquid five or ten drops of the 100th potency” 
(first centesimal?) “of the solution of Arnica, 
imparting to the whole mixture about ten good 
shakes.” (Mat. Med. Pura, vol. 1, p. 62.) 

Again, we have several pages of symptoms 
produced by the application of the two poles of 
the artificial magnet. Do Drs. Lippe and Skinner 
and their followers habitually use the magnet in 
their practice? Cases must occur presenting 
the “totality of the symptoms” of “ magnes arti- 
ficialis,” and to cure such cases with any other 
remedy: would be un-Hahnemannic, if not un- 
homeopathic. 

Hahnemann was evidently a believer in “ mes- 
merism,” or “animal magnetism.” If we are to 
swallow his chemical vagaries without hesita- 
tion or investigation, and view the “ causticity” 
of causticum and the alcoholic dilutions of mine- 
ral acids with the eye of faith, how can we excuse 
ourselves for doubting the reality of the miracles 
performed by the magnetic “ healers” of our own 
times ? 

In a word, if it is allowable to reject any of 
Hahnemann’s teachings, and still practice “ ho- 
meopathy,” is it not allowable to submit ax his 
dicta to the test of reason and experiment, and 
put in practice only such as stand that test? If 
the fiat, “Thus saith Hahnemann,” is to guide us 
in the selection of the remedy, the “ potency” 
and the repetition of the dose, why should it net 
guide us in all things? What authority chall tell 
us which of his varying utterances were spoken 
“ ex-cathedra,” and which were merely advisory ? 

No more striking proof can be furnished of 
the crying need of the reform in thedicine whieh 
Hahnemann inaugurated, than the fact that his 
system has thrived and grown in spite of the 


glaring absurdities with which he handicapped 
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it at the start. It has flourished in spite of 
learned opposition and silly commendation; it 
has survived the enmity of Holmes and Hooker, 
and the friendship of Swan and Lippe. The 
principle is eternal, but was the man infallible ? 
Rosert C. Sastry, M. D. 
Milwaukee, Jan. 13, 1878. 


MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY. 
of Tux Times. 

I nave been in debt to you for some time, and 
will endeavor to pay a portion, at least, of this 
indebtedness in a brief account of what we have 
done in the way of “surgical therapeutics” at 
our clinic this year. In spite of the prestige a0-1 
quired in twenty years, and the manifest dispo- 
sition to draw (this is a very mild term) our 
patients from us, the record shows but two cases 
the “college across the campus” has positively 
robbed us of, and a list in four months, and a 

‘little over, of thirty-six cases, of all kinds, big 
and little, that have been presented to our 
classes. Now, is that not a very good record for 
the first year? While we have not been wanting 
in cases for capital operation, which are duly 
reported elsewhere, we have been fortunate in 
having it in our power to report speedy cures of 
some surgical affections by the use of remedies 
that not only astonish our allopathic brethren, 
but, I fear, will in some cases arouse the incre- 
dulity of our own adherents. But, as Jeemes 
says, “Fox au fax,” and our books are open to 
all, and the cases can, in most instances, be pro- 
duced. While well pleased with the success of 
our work in the operative field, we prefer to rest 
our case, as far as a verdict of success is con- 
cerned, upon the result obtained from the use 
of remedies in surgical affections. 

Two cases of chronic tonsillitis came from the 
old schoo: into our hands, pronounced incurable 
without excision. One of them was of fourteen 
years’ duration, and has been under treatment 
since last October. He has received Baryta C.”, 
and to-day presents himself with the left tonsil 
in an apparently normal condition, and the right 
fully three-fourths smaller. A defect in his hear- 
ing and an impediment in his speech have, of 
course, likewise very much improved. 

The other case, a girl, had enlarged tonsil in 
the right side for seven years, and after taking 

Calc. c.° for three weeks, is so much better that 
her improvement is perceptible without ques- 


tioning. 


A case of compound ganglion of the left wrist, 
also from the other clinic, was treated by sub- 
cutaneous section, followed by Sil." for one 
week, then Calc. c.”. The tumor in four weeks 
had become very soft, and had diminished one- 
half in size. The instrumental portion of the 
treatment was a repetition of five or six opera- 
tions in the other school, but as they did not 
have our Sil. and Calc., the result was. signal 
failure. 

A case of mature, hard cataract in right eye, 
of twenty years’ standing, presented himself for - 
increasing dimness of vision in the left eye. 
There was much dryness of the eyes in the morn- 
ing, and a pressing-out pain at the back of the 
orbit. Oblique illumination revealed an opacity 
of the left lens, distinct but not dense, fading 
towards the.periphery; could see, as through a 
mist, with the aid of glasses (focus not measured 
or known), and hardly any without them. Diag- 
nosis (man aged 56), incipient cataract. R. 
Sulph.”, three times a day. In three weeks re- 
ported again: Found the faintest trace of opa- 
city, and, to use his own words: “I can see bet- 
ter without my glasses to-day than a month ago 
with them.” The retina was quite markedly 
hyperemic, but it was thought to be due to the 
resorption process and the late fall of snow. 
Gave Sach. lact. 

A case of Potts’ disease of the spine, brought 
by Dr. G. L. Stone, was found with six or eight 
deep ulcers, in various places, and the discharge 
was sc profuse that the application of a plaster 
jacket was deferred until the ulceration was 
somewhat better. Kali Brom. 1*, was given, and 
before the time set for the application of the 
bandage, some weeks, the ulcers healed, and the 
spine commenced to straighten! Certainly the 
physicians were as much astonished as the pa- 
tient’s parents. 

A case of uterine fibroid presented herself 
three weeks ago. The tumor could be detected 
just within the os. Cale. carb." was given. To- 
day she reports os much dilated, tumor protru- 
ding an inch or more, and her former symptoms, 
chill, headache, cold feet, back-ache, etc., either 
relieved or entirely gone, but an expulsive pain, 
at times, in the pelvis. Judging from former 
experiences, this pain is the usual and certain 
sign of spontaneous expulsion, and a cure is con- 
fidently expected. 

Case of convergent strabismus of left eye, of 
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long standing, about fifteen years. A student 
in department of pharmacy, fourd the sight 
had almost entirely vanished, and was in the 
habit of involuntarily using the right eye alone. 
Cannot distinguish ‘objects, simply transition 
from light to darkness. Tenotomy was per- 
formed, and resulted in success as far as correc- 
tion of deformity was concerned. The sight re- 
mained as before. Stan.” was given. Sight im- 
proved, but remained “misty” for a long time. 
Finally, Caust.” was given, and in three weeks 
he was well enough to dismiss. 

These few cases will serve to give your read- 
ers, many of whom I know are warm friends of 
our college, some idea of what we are doing. 
The list, of course, is but a partial one, yet will 
serve well to demonstrate the potecy of home- 
opathic medication in supposed incurable cases. 

Trusting that this rambling letter will not tax 
your patience, or that of your readers, I remain, 
truly yours, 
J. G. M.D., 
Lecturer on Surgery, Hom. Med. College, 

University of Michigan. 


THE “HOSPITAL GAZETTE.” 
Messrs. Feditors : 

The Hospital Gazette of April 25th., commences 
with an editorial which is so exclusively devoted 
to premeditated falsehood and vulgar abuse, as 
to remove it from the arena of serious reply or 
consideration. 

I however would offer a suggestion to those 
individuals who grovel on the level of a low, per- 
sonal malice, that it is quite unnecessary for them 
to refuse association to such as have not sought 
it, and who would not accept it if offered. 

In entering a society where the inmates enter- 
tain a difference of opinion, it is pleasanter that 
they should be composed of gentlemen instead 
of that class which is only capable of express- 
ing such difference in Billingsgate style. The 
Hospital Gazette writer need have no uneasiness 
about intrusions from any liberal-minded, earnest 
men. 

It is fortunate for the reputation of the med- 
ical profession and for the welfare of the sick, 
that the writer of the editorial in question does 
not represent any respectable set of men what- 
ever of any school. 


E. P. M.D. 


Beports of Societies. 


HOMC@OPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY OF 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH 


NUAL MEETING, HELD IN ALBANY, FEBRU- 
ARY 12TH & 13TH, 1878. 


(Continued from page 27.) 


Dr. FowLer made the following remarks in 
relation to the N. Y. Uo. resolutions : 


Mr. President: I beg permission to give an outline 
sketch of the incentive and objects of the preamble 
and resolutions now under consideration. As to the 
incentive I am certain that I but express the senti- 
ments of every individual in this room, and of every 
mind that has reflected upon the aim and end of our 
calling, in affirming that the legitimate objective of all 
our labors cousists—Frst, In the cure of disease and 
the prolongation of life; Second, In the mitigation of 
disease; and Third, In the discovery and application 
of all methods by which human existence may be so 
environed, as to give the best possible conditions for 
its most perfect origin and subsequent evolution, 

This being our object, we then are entitled to rank 
as a most important contingent in the body complete 
of science. Now in science there can be no conflict; 
the true spirit of science knows no passion, no animos- 
ity, no policy, no party. It is strictly confined to ex- 
periment and to the acceptance and promulgation of 
that which has been demonstrated. It is competent to 
proclaim possibilities, but entirely incompetent to pre- 
dict what are impossibilities. 

The incentive of this resolution, Mr. President, was 
that of adding somewhat to that force which will in 
time divest the noblest calling upon earth of its de- 
stroying parasites; of bigotry and intolerance, of see- 
tarianism, of assertion as a substitute for demonstra- 
tion. 

Its incentive was, that to each one might be accorded 
equal freedom and respect; that, belonging to a com- 
mon body, each one might perform the functions 
assigned to him by chance of position and yet in full 
harmony and ieciprocity with every other portion. 
The incentive arose from an unspeakable pride in and 
veneration for the lofty and unsullied attributes of the 
subject around which we gather and for which we 
labor. 

And now, sir, as to the objects: They. are to insure 
individual freedom, collective harmony and co-opera- 
tion, and to make unequivocal and ck ar our claims to 
every highway and by-way in the whole universe of 
science. To make known that we recognize no boun- 
daries except those furnished by the limits of human 
ingenuity and power. To declare that no fact is too 
trivial to merit our attention ; that we will gratefully 


accept knowledge from any source whatsoever, be it 
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from low or high, friend or foe, and that we will, asa 
duty, impart our store of experience to others. 

The object is to say, in unmistakable language, that 
we are willing, nay, auxious to submit all our experi- 
ence, theories and preferences to the verdict, of the 
immutable crucible of science, and that whatever may 
be proved as true we will accept and welcome, together 
with all its consequences. That as a profession we 
have no personal ends to gain; that our whole duty 
consists in curing, mitigating and preventing disease, 
and in increasing the perfection and nobility of our 
kind. 

The object is to say that by abjuring petty jealousies 
and sectarian feuds, we will pursue such course of in- 
dependence and honesty as will inspire us with self- 
respect, and will command from the world at large 
that confidence, respect and homage which the naiure 
of our vocation, if honestly and fearlessly ‘ulfliled, 
will unfailingly elicit. 

The object is not to force any stream out of its bed, 
or the contemplation of any forced coalition; but that 
all great rivers of knowledge, flowing towards a com- 
mon ocean, should, though widely differing in their 
course and landscape, recognize each other's utility and 
the equality of utility. 

The principle of homeopathy has brought incalcu- 
lable benefit to the domain of medicine, and like all 
great boons to human welfare, it has been met with 
bitterness, and its ever to be honored champions have 
been treated with indignities and injuries. It is only 
natural that the memory of the pain should still live. 
Without doubt there are many narrow minds which 
still breathe and ever will vent bitterness. So be it, 
We are now beyond the maligminfluence of any such 
spirit, and let us own that the labor unwittingly per- 
formed for us by these opponents, of spading and irri- 
gating the soil, has in no small degree contributed toa 
lascious and bountiful harvest. 

In brief:—The object is not that of making or asking 
concessions; it is solely to declare that we shall exercise 
and that we shall protect others in the exercise of the 
right divinely inherited by every human being of free ac- 
cess to all sources of knowledge or benefit, and that to 
the best of uur ability we will help those under our pro- 
fessional care, or under our tuition, or within our in- 
finence, to share with us in this spirit and in these 
blessings. 

Dr. Biegler.—The Doctor was sorry that these 
resolutions should have been brought up on this 
occasion, and thought that after a while there 
would be no occasion for any such action, and 
he could see no necessity at this time for their 
adoption. If we will give our attention to the 
development of the principle -similia stmnilibus 
curantur, we would soon work our way into 
every institution. There are those who do not 
practice homeopathy in consequence of lack 


with himself not long ago, and are consequently 
compelled to temporize. I certainly do not wish 
to say that they are not homeopathists. He 
feared, however, it would result in the absorp- 
tion of our school by the old school. 

Dr. Watson said it was with diffidence that he 
rose to make any remarks upon the subject, and 
it was only in the interest of homeopathy that 
he would venture to say anything. He had been 
a member of this society from its commence- 
ment, had shared its trials and triumphs, and was 
very desirous that there should be entire har- 
mony in its proceedings. He referred to Her- 
ing’s introduction to Habnemann’s Organon ; 
report of the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
and to remarks of Drs. Dunham and Paine, in 
support of the liberty of action and freedom of 
opinion embodied in the resolutions. 

Dr. Wildes would rather defer to some of the 
older members of the Society, and had waited for some 
time in vain for an expression of opinion from them. 
In the endorsement of these resolutions we are about to 
overthrow every established and well-recognized fundamen- 
tal principle of homeopathy. We level to the ground in 
one fell swoop that for which the pioneers of homceopathy, 
the founder and his followers, have contended for the past 


eighty years. We make ourselves a reproach and a by- 
word. But that is a secondary consideration compared 
with the fact that we virtually ignore homeopathy, endorse 
the principles of eclecticism, and plaee ourselves in 
‘jeopardy of being absorbed by the dominant school of 
‘medicine. Should we not rather defend the banner for 
which our predecessors so successfully battled? There has 
been a letter read here from the pen of Dr. T. F. Allen 
supporting these resolutions, or rather the original resolu- 
tions which were offered to the New York County Society, 
and which were much stronger than these, and I should be 
very happy if I were able to say that Dr. Allen was consist- 
ent therein. But I feel that he is very inconsistent. Within 
one year, in the Hahnemann Academy of Medicine, he has 
assailed a member of that Academy for the use of remedies 
with which he was perfectly familiar and could use homeo- 
pathically, but with which Dr. Allen was not familiar, on 
the ground that such prescribing was “empirical ;” and 
now he comes forward as a champion of these resolutions, 
some clauses of which are deserving your careful considera- 
tion. Will we not, as a society of homeopathic physi- 
cians, be equally incousistent if we adopt these resolutions ? 
I cannot endorse them, and shall vote against them. 
EVFNING SESSION. 

Report of the Burean of Mental and Nervous 
Diseases; Dr. Henry R. Stiles, chairman. 

Dr. A. P. Williamson read a paper on “ Mas- 
turbation,” presented by Dr. N. Emmons Paine. 


Dr. J. D. Madden, the recently appointed 


of understanding of the subject, as was the case 


physician to the State Prison at Sing Sing, said 
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that his position brought him in contact with 
many persons of the class referred to in the pa- 
per just read, and he thought it a difficult mat- 
ter to tell which patients we would be justified 
in castrating. 

The President said that he was reminded this 

afternoon of the absolute necessity of having 
skilled physicians in charge of our medical in- 
stitetions. He had listened with pleasure to a 
case related by Dr. Madden, of a terrible fight 
that. happened at the Sing Sing prison a few 
weeks ago, in which one of the prisoners had 
severely injured several of the keepers, and he 
should be glad to hear reiterated the facts in this 
case. 
Dr. Madden stated in this case referred to by 
the President, that the man was placed in Clin- 
ton prison without any record of mental dis- 
turbance, except of his being a little stupid. He 
was placed at work in a shaft, but the superin- 
tendent complained of his being incapable of 
running the elevator. The following day he 
assaulted the keeper with a hammer, as also 
several of his fellow convicts. He took a pistol 
from the keeper, and shot a convict through the 
hand. This man was brought to the hospital, 
and it was a case for decision as to whether he 
shouid be taken before a court of justice or be 
sent to an insane asylum. Nothing positive could 
be ascertained showing mental disorder, he was 
therefore put in a cell, and three days taken for 
his examination, when I found a species of in- 
sanity to exist in his case. During this confine- 
ment he cried “fire” in the middle of the night, 
and finally we were obliged to release him. The 
case rested on the physician in charge for his 
decision; and cases are continually coming to 
his knowledge in which we have to decide as to 
mental conditions. Before any punishment can 
be inflicted the physician in charge is called 
upon to decide as to its propriety, and some- 
times it is a very trying question, and requires 
considerable time for its proper dispensation. 

Dr. Wildes said he had been exceedingly in- 
terested in the report of Dr. Madden. 

Dr. 8. H. Talcott, of Middletown, was elected 
chairman of the Bureau for the ensuing year. 

Upon motion the following resolutions were 
adopted. 

Waenzas, There are still many subscriptions to 
bog XL, No. 1 N.8., still in the hands of the treasurer; 


Wuereas, The resolution passed at the last meeting 
has been found to fail in its purpose; therefore, 

Resolved, That the treasurer be requested to destroy 
said subscriptions, they being worthless. 

Wuereas, There are now in the hands of the secre- 
taries of the several county societies, volumes of our 
state transactions in excess of their necessities ; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the treasurer be requested to corre- 
spond with the secretaries of the respective county 80- 
cieties, and request a return to the society of any and 
all volumes which they may hold, not required by 
members to whom they may be due. 

Upon motion, the Treasurer was authorized to 
take such steps in respect to the volumes of 
Transactions on hand as would be necessary to 


their protection. 

Dr. Madden reported 1,610 inmates of the 
State prison at Sing Sing. Average number in 
the hospital in 1876-77, 17; average number 80 
far this year, 10; number of daily prescriptions, 
average, 100. The death-rate will apparently 
be smaller this year than last. 

964 per cent. of all the inmates were at pres- 


ent able to work. 
The Bureau of Vaccination made no report, 
and Dr. Samuel Swan was elected chairman for 


the ensuing year. 

Adjourned at 9 p.m. and upon invitation of 
the Albany County Hom. Medical Society, the 
members then repaired to the hospital building, 
where & reception and collation awaited them. 


The following resolutions were adopted :— 

Wuereas, While recognizing the authority vested 
by law on the Governor of this State to appoint suit- 
able persons to fill the office of Trustees in the Slate 
Homeopathic Asylum for the Insane at Middletown, we 
believe that it is eminentiy fitting that the management 
of the said asylum should embrace ONLY such persons 
as are recommended and endorsed by the homeopathic 
medical profession in this State, as represented by the 
Homeopathic Medical Society of the State of New 
York, through its Commitiee on Medical Institutions; 
therefore, ° 

Resolved, That the Committee on Medical Institutions 
be empowered to use their utmost influence with 
the Governor, to have only such men appointed as 
trustees as are endorsed by the profession of this State, 
through this society; and, 

Wuereas, Certain medical colleges of.this State 
have refused to confer the degree of Doctor of Medi- 
cine upon students, for the reason that their preceptors 
are practitioners of homeopathy; therefore, ° 

Resolved, That the Regents of the University be re- 
quested to revoke the charter of such institutions 
should there be a recurrence of such unlawful acts. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Medical Institutions — 
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be requested to communicate the fact of any such in- 
stance as may come under their observation to the 
Board of Regents. 

Dr. Fiske thought the resolutions would prove 
inoperative on account of the severity of the 
examinations that students would be compelled 
to undergo. 

Dr. Fowler explained his reasons for introduc- 
ing this resolution, upon the ground that several 
instances have occurred in which students were 
shamefully and unlawfully treated in this par- 
ticular. He thought the attention of the Re- 
gents should be called to this subject. 

The Bureau of Ophthalmology, reported by 
title, through Dr. Hills, a paper on “ Headache 
Caused by Anomalies of Refraction and Accom- 
modation.” Dr. Hills also read a paper on “The 
Application of Dry-Cold in inflammatory Dis- 
eases of the Conjunctiva, and in Traumatic In- 
flammations of the Eye,” by Dr. C. Th. Liebold. 

Dr. B. F. Joslin read a paper entitled, “A 
Penetrating Wound with Fracture of the Or- 
bit.” By Dr. D. B. Hunt. 

Upon motion the bureau was closed, and Dr. 
C. Th. Liebold, elected chairman for the ensuing 
year. 

No report was received from the Department 
of Otology, and Dr. W. P. Fowler was elected 
cbairman for the ensuing year. 

Dr. C. E. Jones, Chairman of the Department 
of Laryngology, read a paper on “ Diphtheria 
and Croup Differentially Considered.” 

Upon motion the bureau was closed, and Dr. 
E. J. Whitney, of Brooklyn, elected chairman 
for the ensuing year. 

The following resolution was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the Bureau of Climatology be in- 
structed to select associate members of observation, 
who:e duty shall be to report from various points em- 
bracing the State of New York, tabulated records of 
general meteorological and pathological facts: such, 
for example as the temperature, direction and force of 
winds, any unusual condition; a report upon prevail- 
ing diseases, etc. 

The president said, this is really one of the 
most important bureaus of the society, and I do 
not know anything that would promote more 
desirable development than this, and I am glad to 
hear the remarks of Dr. Wright, and the reso- 
lution of Dr. Fowler. 

Upon motion the bureau was closed, and Dr. 
A. R. Wright was elected chairman for the en- 
suing year. 


Htems and Hews. 


Untv. Commencement.—The spring 
commencement of the Hom. College of the 
University, occurred on the evening of Wednes- 
day, March 27th, 1878, seventeen graduates, four 
of them women, receiving the degree of M.D. | 
There are some six or eight students who do not 
graduate until June 26 This is probably the 
last March commencement this college will have, 
as after 1879, the three years course, of nine 
months to the term, is obligatory, and most of 
the present junior class are entered on that 
The last commencement was attended by a 
number of medical men, Prof. Hawkes, of a 
cago, representing Hahnemann College. 
audience was large, and the address of Prof. 
Charles Gatchell was universally commended. 
The present class in attendance, not including 


Pern pursuing post-graduate studies, is about 


J. McE. Wetmore to 41 E. 
Scott-Wright to 136 E. 12th 
Blakelock to 400 W. 22d st.; 
to 111 East 127th st., bet. Lexington and Fourth 
aves.; Dr. E. A. Farrington from 1616 Mount 
Vernon to 1738 Green st., Philadelphia. 


on “ Divine and Human Agency,” by the oditor 
is well worthy the perusal of all students of psy- 
chology ; and his “ Educational Notes,” show an 
appreciation of the mutual relations of the com- 
monwealth and our institutions of | 
This journal of advanced thought should find A 
lace in every household, and “pore the 
fib ibrary of the physician. 

N. Y. Hosr.—Report for month 
ending March 31, 1878: No. prescriptions, 4,109; 
new patients, 513; patients resident in hospital, 
33; average daily attendance, 158;, largest 219. 
M.D., Res. Surgeon. 

Durtne March there were treated at the Brook- 
lyn Hom. H Dispen., 1,283 new patients, to 
3812 prescriptions, largest month’s work 
ever. done, an increase of nearly five hundred 
over last month.—J. A. Lewis, M.D. 

Removau.—Mr. C. T. Hurlburt, the popular 
homeopathic pharmacist, formerly of 898 Broad- 
way, has lately removed to No. 15 East 19th st., 
two doors west of Broadway, where he is now 
ready to welcome his patrons. 

Dr. Wo. Scuerzer has been ap 
ber of the Med. Board, W. L 
S. P. Burdick, resigned. 

SEE advertisement of BLANCHARD’s Foops. 


Srewar?r’s EmMvuLsions.—See advertisement. 
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